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STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION — TWENTY-THIRD REPORT — 
“REPORT ON RECREATIONAL HUNTING SYSTEMS” 

Government Response — Statement by Minister for Mental Health 
HON HELEN MORTON (East Metropolitan — Minister for Mental Health) [2.15 pm]: I would like to 
update the house on the government’s response to the twenty-third report of the Standing Committee on Public 
Administration, “Report on Recreational Hunting Systems”, which was tabled in the Legislative Council on 
10 March 2015. 
First, I note that the government response was due to be tabled in Parliament by 11 May, and on 12 May I 
advised the house that as the government was still finalising its response, it would be tabled by 26 May. 
I  apologise that this date was not met. However, I can confirm that the government’s response was submitted to 
the Legislative Council office on Friday, 22 May and is tabled today, being the first sitting day since that time. 
At the outset, I would like to state that the government does not support open recreational hunting in national 
parks and other conservation reserves in Western Australia. To that end, it has decided against conducting a two-
year trial of recreational hunting on public land as recommended by the standing committee. The main reasons 
for the government’s response are community safety, and the significant resources required to establish and 
administer such a trial. However, the Liberal–National government acknowledges that well-managed, targeted 
pest animal control programs are essential in protecting our native wildlife and for agricultural production. 
Introduced predators such as foxes and feral cats have been identified as a major contributor to the extinction of 
11 Western Australian native animals and the decline of many more mammals, ground-nesting birds and reptiles. 
In addition, introduced pest species such as rabbits, wild dogs, pigs, goats and camels can significantly impact 
agricultural and pastoral area productivity. There is no question that a suite of control measures is required to 
manage pest animals across our state. 

Western Shield, our flagship wildlife conservation program, which was initiated by the Liberal–National 
government in 1996, has resulted in populations of at least 53 threatened species remaining in existence in baited 
areas. In addition, 37 new populations of threatened native animal species have been established under the 
program. Monitoring has shown that fox numbers have reduced by at least 55 per cent in south west baited areas. 

The opportunity currently exists in the state for recreational hunting groups to partner with government agencies 
to support our efforts through targeted pest animal control programs such as the control of feral pigs. 
These  programs provide long-term management of pest animals. The government acknowledges that 
recreational hunting groups such as the Western Australian Field and Game Association and the Sporting 
Shooters Association of Australia (Western Australia) responsibly contribute to pest animal control efforts across 
the state, and we are committed to continuing to work with them to provide a more consistent approach to 
engagement and coordination in these managed pest animal control programs. Such groups are required to have 
the appropriate frameworks and codes in place to ensure that their members have knowledge of their obligations 
and can participate appropriately, effectively and safely and in accordance with animal welfare guidelines. 

The government appreciates that there is wide-ranging interest in this matter and we assure all members that this 
response is based on the best interests of the wider community, in particular public safety. 

I would like to acknowledge the work undertaken by the committee into this matter. I now table the 
government’s response to the committee’s report. 

[See paper 2931.] 
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